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\  wonder if Santa Claus prays. Do you  
imagine that he does? Santa is sometimes 

known as Saint Nicholas. History tells us that 
Nicholas was a very holy man, who showed his 
generosity to the people in his hometown by      
putting coins in their shoes when they left them    
out on their doorsteps. Now we hang our stockings 
from the mantle. Someone once said, “It is impos-
sible to lead a good life without prayer.” Saint Nick 
was a very good man, so it is easy to imagine that 
he prayed—a lot. 
 Since it’s obvious that Santa Claus prays, we 
can also wonder if he prays on Christmas Eve, 

when he’s delivering  presents. The eight tiny reindeer come to mind. A 
Bible teacher named Clement Moore wrote the poem called “The Night 
Before Christmas,” in 1833. In that poem, he tells us the reindeer’s 
names. They are: Dasher, Dancer, Prancer and Vixen; Comet, Cupid, 
Donner, and Blitzen.  But the most famous reindeer of all was Rudolph, 
who was named in a Montgomery Ward department store booklet, in 
1939. I believe that, since Santa flies in a sleigh pulled by reindeer, and 
since he flies all over the world, he probably prays a lot. He prays for the 
reindeer to land safely. He prays for the reindeer to stay strong and not 
get too tired. Most of all, he prays for the little children in each house. 
 Some of the houses Santa visits are very nice houses, like yours. 
Some of the houses are not as nice. But Santa loves all children. Maybe 
he learned to love children by reading the stories of Jesus in the Bible. 
Jesus once said, “Let the little children come to me, and don’t stop them 
from coming; because the kingdom of heaven is open to them.” Santa 
probably prays at each house he visits. If the family there is happy, he 
prays that they will stay happy. If the family is sad, Santa prays that they 
will soon be happy. 
 Santa has a very round tummy, but I don’t think he’s fat. I prefer to 
think that he is round because he is full of joy. Prayerful people are joy-
ful people. Santa must pray a lot! 
 Santa reminds us to pray. He reminds us that we are loved very 
much. He brings gifts because he is good and generous. 
 You can learn a lot from Santa Claus. 
 Yes, know you are loved. 
 

        `tàà{xã    
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 Missions 

\ t’s the time of year when we are most          
reminded of the plight of Mary and Joseph 

as they sought a place to rest and stay the night 
before the birth of Jesus.  
     Can you imagine the expectant parents of the 
savior having no place to stay until they found 
shelter in the humble dwelling where Jesus was 
born? 
    On Nov. 20, we were able, for the first time,  
to share our church as a shelter for those in  
need through our participation in Room In The 
Inn. Our church will continue to shelter and feed 
those in need each Thursday night through 
March 12. 
     Before the first night’s shelter, cots were  
lined up neatly in the fellowship hall. A pillow, 
sheet and blanket topped each.  
     As the ministry continues, many volunteers 
will be needed to stay overnight with our 12 
guests, to cook dinner and breakfast, to serve  

 
 
 
 
as dinner and breakfast hosts, and to clean up 
the fellowship after our guests leave. 
     
     If you’d like to help, please contact, Steve 
Todd, coordinator, at stephenc.todd@yahoo.com, 
or one the following team captains for the shift 
that interests you: 

♦ Doug Humphrey and Ann Rudolph — Dinner 
Hosts Shift: 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

♦ Gary Ahrendt — Cooks Shift:  5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

♦ Judy Whitson — Inn Keepers/Sleepers Shift:  
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 

♦ Cathey Green — Breakfast Host Shift: 5 a.m. 
to 7 a.m. 

] ust in time for the holidays, Debbie Trickey reports that 
people have responded generously with food donations.  

Our donated cans are a blessing to those who struggle this 
winter.  When health and heat costs          
increase, when people are laid off, when 
circumstances get away from folks, our 
food pantry answers an essential need.   
      A generous donor once again provided 
bags of rice and beans in November.  We 
are thankful for our helper bees who sorted 
rice and beans into family sized portions.   

 

g{tÇ~ çÉâ àÉ xäxÜçÉÇx ã{É g{tÇ~ çÉâ àÉ xäxÜçÉÇx ã{É g{tÇ~ çÉâ àÉ xäxÜçÉÇx ã{É g{tÇ~ çÉâ àÉ xäxÜçÉÇx ã{É 
wÉÇtàxw yÉÉw yÉÜ à{x wÉÇtàxw yÉÉw yÉÜ à{x wÉÇtàxw yÉÉw yÉÜ à{x wÉÇtàxw yÉÉw yÉÜ à{x 
[ÉÅxÄxáá bâàÜxtv{ [ÉÅxÄxáá bâàÜxtv{ [ÉÅxÄxáá bâàÜxtv{ [ÉÅxÄxáá bâàÜxtv{ 
UÜ|wzx `|Ç|áàÜç UÜ|wzx `|Ç|áàÜç UÜ|wzx `|Ç|áàÜç UÜ|wzx `|Ç|áàÜç 
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g{x ÉäxÜã{xÄÅ|Çz ÜxáÑÉÇáx g{x ÉäxÜã{xÄÅ|Çz ÜxáÑÉÇáx g{x ÉäxÜã{xÄÅ|Çz ÜxáÑÉÇáx g{x ÉäxÜã{xÄÅ|Çz ÜxáÑÉÇáx 
á{Éãá {Éã àÜâÄç z|ä|Çz ÉâÜ á{Éãá {Éã àÜâÄç z|ä|Çz ÉâÜ á{Éãá {Éã àÜâÄç z|ä|Çz ÉâÜ á{Éãá {Éã àÜâÄç z|ä|Çz ÉâÜ 

ÑxÉÑÄx tÜxAÑxÉÑÄx tÜxAÑxÉÑÄx tÜxAÑxÉÑÄx tÜxA    

We join several other local churches 

in the effort to provide basic needs 
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Jesus Christ is the living water for our bodies and souls. 

Missions 

O ur Living Waters for the World volunteers flew to Belize on Nov. 13 to establish a water cove-
nant with the Arenal community. 

      A water covenant arrangement is necessary to maintain a water system installed by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Cody Wyoming. 
      Our team, comprised of Kelly Goad, Ken Royse, Donna Huston, and Kathy and Fred Higgins, 
went to the jungle to investigate the St. Margaret Primary School site to assess its location for a fu-
ture water installation.  
     Behind every installation are negotiations with coordinators and site engineering reports.    
     Kelly reported gutted roads could not slow our team’s progress.     

Living Waters Volunteers Return from Belize 

 

There are many ways to volunteer!   

Please call the church office if you would be willing to assist in any 

of the following activities: 

♦ Answer the phones during staff meetings once or twice a month 

     (Tuesdays from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.) 

♦ Act as an usher during worship services or funerals 

♦ Be a lay reader on Sunday 

♦ Serve as member of the Wedding Guild  

♦ Assist with Service of Witness to the Resurrection 
 

SOME  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  CONSIDER 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following church members and friends  

who have recently lost loved ones: 

Les Pfahl in the death of his wife, Rose Mary 

Mary Ann Hext in the death of her father 
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♦ Sunday Night Youth Group (6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for grades 6-12) meets at the church.  

♦ Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for grades 6-12) meets at Spencer’s 
Coffeehouse.  

♦ Theology Pub (college age and young adults) meets every Thursday at Mellow Mushroom. Join 
us for great conversation and free pizza! 

 
 
 

 

The Youth Ministry will once again sponsor the Angel Tree, benefitting McNeill Elementary 
School families. This year we have 29 families and 57 children up for adoption. The Deacons are 
once again partnering with us to provide food baskets for the families. You can help out with the 
other angel tree needs by choosing an “angel” from the tree and buying items listed on it for the  
designated child in need. We’ll deliver the gifts at 10 a.m. on the Saturday before Christmas.  
 
The Youth Group Christmas Party will be Sunday, Dec. 14, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at church. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth and College Ministry 

      Our 2015 mission trip for rising 9th graders 
through graduated seniors will be to Bayou La 
Batre, Ala., June 27-July 3.  
     The Presbytery of Western Kentucky 
sponsors this trip. The cost is $400, with the 
first deposit of $100 due Feb. 27, and the    
remaining $300 due by April 24.  

High School Mission Trip Planned 

For more information about any of our youth and 
college activities, contact David Muffett, director of 
youth ministries, at david.muffett@bgpres.org. 

♦ Our annual Halloween Lock-in was much fun on Oct. 24! We had 19 high school students in at-
tendance. A big thank you to Eleanor Short, who helped chaperone!  

♦ The Fall Youth Retreat at Camp Loucon was Nov. 7-9. We had had eight youth there. Angie 
Alexieff was a chaperone and helped with art projects. The theme was “Oh The Places You’ll Go”.  

♦ David traveled to Princeton Theological Seminary, Nov. 13-15 to attend “The Abundant Life - Em-
powering Youth As Agents of Change” conference. Princeton is partnering with Giving Point, a non-
profit based in Atlanta. They provide resources to live out passions through service learning projects. 
Next year they will be forming a cohort of youth from across the country to travel to Princeton and 
learn more about this exciting program. Five youth from our church are interested in participating.  

T    
he 2015 Montreat College Conference will 
be Jan. 2-5. David Muffett, director of youth 

ministries, will go as a discussion group leader 
and will take any college students who wish to 
go. Our group can share a house with the Murray 
State University group, and our college ministry 
will cover the cost.  
     The 2015 Montreat Youth Conference, for 
rising 9th graders through graduated seniors, will 
be July 18-25. The cost is $350, with the first de-
posit of $50 due Feb. 1. The remaining fees of 
$100 will due monthly on March 1, April 1 and 
May 1.  
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 Church and Community 

     Watch for the new display to be added to the 
window sill in the fellowship hall. 
      Copies of subject and title guides will be there, 
as well as books that tie in with the artwork. 
     To date, 1,700 books have been categorized by 
subject and title. The shelves are clearly marked, 
making finding the books you want easy. 
     The organizational effort 
takes ten minutes per book, 
which includes finding the 
DDS number, shelving, add-
ing to proper guides, and 
making computer lists and 
PDF files. This equals 17,000 
minutes of work, or 283 hours.  
     Now you know why the li-
brarian looks tired! 
 
 

      REMINDERS 
 

♦ PDF files are available upon request. 
♦ The book drop is near the bottom step of the 

stairway across from the library.  
♦ We have DVDs and videos, too. 
      

[tÑÑç extw|Çz4 

 

 

       Our annual ArtWorks Exhibit       
includes something special this year! 
     Along with individual pieces, a spe-
cial exhibit, entitled Dually Exposed, will 
feature photographs and artwork hung 
side by side and displaying interpreta-
tions of the same subject. 
     The opening reception for this show 
will be Dec. 5 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  
during the Gallery Hop, with live music 
provided by Mike Kanan from 5 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. and Ernie Small and Friends 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
     The current display by Nancy  
English and her daughters, Kelly and       
Katie Wyrick, will continue through  
Dec. 4. 

 

g      he Preschool Learning Center  has had a very busy October and November, according to 
Director Dana Patterson. 

      “We had a visit by the Bowling Green Fire Department,” she said. “They brought the truck and 
taught us about fire safety. We visited Jackson’s Orchard to pick pumpkins and apples. We have 
learned about how a pumpkin grows.” 
      They celebrated Thanksgiving by learning about native Americans, and even shared a Thanks-
giving lunch together. The PLC also participated in Operation Christmas Child so they can give back 
to others.   
       Now, “we look forward to learning about Jesus’ birth and making lots of Christmas crafts,” Patter-
son said. 

Don’t forget about the  
Advent dinners at the church at 

5:15pm on Dec. 3, 10 and  17. Call the 
church office  at (270) 843-4707 for 
more information about this special 

time for us to fellowship. 
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 Children’s Ministry 

     Children’s Chimes meets on the third floor across from the elevator, each 
Sunday at 9:10 a.m. Anyone ages 5 through 5th grade can join! 
     Chimes, for the same ages, is each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in room 203. 
     The Orff ensemble, for fourth- and fifth-graders, meets at 10:30 a.m. in 
room 203. Don’t worry. You can leave Sunday School a little early to partici-
pate. 
     If you’re not part of these groups and would like to join in, please come 
and make a joyful noise with us. The chimes, choir and Orff ensembles will 
participate in Lessons and Carols worship on Dec. 14. 

It’s hard to believe Christmas is almost here! 

     Come join us for the following special activities as we prepare 
to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

 

 Bowling Green Christmas Parade 
      On Saturday, Dec. 6, our church family will gather to enjoy this fun 
event, with prime viewing in front of the church. The fun starts with a 
pre-parade breakfast at 8:30 a.m. We’ll also do crafts! Any questions? 
Contact Margaret Stein at (270) 799-2597 or  
Margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com. 
 

Advent Dinners and Sunday School With Your Church Family 
     The dinners will be at the church on Dec. 3, 10 and 17. Call the church for more information. Spe-
cial Sunday School, complete with crafts, carols and more, will be in the fellowship hall for all ages dur-
ing Advent.  
 

Lunch and Caroling       

     After all our music groups take part in Lessons and 
Carols during the second service on Dec. 14, we’ll all 
gather in the fellowship hall for a light lunch followed by 
caroling to shut-ins. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service  

     This special service starts at 5 p.m., but come for 
special music too, at 4:45 p.m. If you’d like to take part 
in the Christmas Eve service, please contact Margaret 
Stein at the number or e-mail listed above. We’d love to 
have you be part of the living nativity! 
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 Church Family 

b ur entire church family is now gathering for a special Sunday 
School class each Sunday during Advent, from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 
a.m. 

      The Sunday School hour will be filled with stories of Advent, carols, 
arts and crafts, and scriptures that will prepare all ages for Christmas. 
      This special Sunday School time is being coordinated by the Christian 
Education Ministry. If you have questions, please contact Julia Roberts at 
(270) 842-1503 or julia.roberts@wku.edu. 
 

     cÄxtáx }É|Ç âá yÉÜ à{|á }ÉçÉâá à|ÅxA 

 

Daily devotions and lectionary are available at the presbytery  
website at www.pcusa.org/lectionary/. You may use the next day/previous day links near  
the top of the page to change the date of the lectionary. 

We are so happy you’ve joined us! 

     The Gordoneers Christmas 
party will be Sunday, Dec. 14 at 
6:30 p.m. at the home of Betty Jo 
Beard., 1420 Euclid Avenue.  
     Please bring a finger food for 
the buffet and a Christmas story 
or memory to share, if you wish. 
     All adults of the congregation 
and friends are welcome.  
     Those who are not regular 
Gordoneers are asked to call 
Alicia or Joe McFarland at (270) 
842-4578. 

 lÉâ TÜx jxÄvÉÅx4 

A Joyful Celebration 

Media Information 

Headsets for the hearing impaired are available on Sundays and may be obtained from an usher 
prior to worship. If, on Sunday, you have a fussy baby or are coughing, etc., the worship service 
may be viewed from the parlor via television (across the hall from the sanctuary). If you would like to 
see the worship service online, please visit www.bgpres.org and go to the Worship Services page, 
and click the worship video recordings.  

Our new members are: 
 

Stephanie and Tony Wycihowski 

Larry and Kathleen Gildersleeve 

Matthew and Rachel Crocker and son Kenneth 

 
Please help us welcome these new members at  
a special reception and breakfast on Sunday,  

Dec. 7 in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m. 
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November 2014 Property Ministry Report 
 

      Things have been going smoothly at the church the past month. Fortunately, there are no major 
issues that have to be addressed. I would like to mention that our handyman, Tom Copper, contin-
ues to replace ceiling tiles. He also repaired some of the baseboards in Fellowship Hall and 
touched up some of the paint. In addition, in the near future we plan on having the floor in Fellow-
ship Hall cleaned and polished. All-in-all the church is looking great.  
     Lastly, after the first of the year we plan on asking for volunteers to assist with a church wide 
deep cleaning, which we have done in the past. Stay tuned.  
     The Property Ministry members, Nancy English, David Faxon, Doug Humphrey, Tom Moody, 
Bob Hunt, Larry Warden, David Muffett, Richard Barefoot and Bobby Rabold, would like to express 
our appreciation to the church congregation for their support.  
 

Presbyterian Women 

Property Ministry 

l ou might have noticed one face that turns up frequently in  
Fellowship Hall during church luncheons and dinners.  

     Her name is Nancy Carwell, and for those of you who don’t know 
her, she is currently serving as an elder on the Session. Her three-
year term as chair of the Fellowship Ministry comes to an end this  
December, when she goes off the Session. 
     The Fellowship Ministry is called into action for various church 
functions including the Advent dinners, the Lenten dinners, the  
Middle Eastern Feast, the pig pickin,’ and most recently, the  
stewardship luncheon.   
     Working with our master chef, Blakey Hayes, it is Ms. Carwell’s  
job to coordinate volunteers to set up, decorate, serve and clean up 
after the church-wide events mentioned above.  
     One other activity she coordinated until recently was the Kitchen 
Committee. This group of volunteers keeps an eye on the pantry and kitchen area and regularly 
washes the dish towels left in the kitchen.  Sally Calkins has just taken over this job and is looking for 
additional volunteers to help with the Kitchen Committee. You can contact her directly if interested.   

atÇvç VtÜãxÄÄ 

_ ooking for the perfect gift? A great gift for everyone is the Legacy Christ-

mas 2014 CD. It is a beautifully constructed album of Christmas music. In 
addition, the proceeds from the sale of this magnificent CD will be divided equally 

between Presbyterian Women (PCUSA) and Living Water for the World. You 
can’t go wrong with this gift! 
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 Financial Summary 
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December Birthdays 

December 1 

 Mary Lucas 

 Bobby Rabold 

 Charlene Rabold 

December 2 

 Mary Belle Ballance 

 Jody Johnson 

 Stacy Kreuzer 

 Wanda Rosdeutscher 

December 3 

 Margaret Bush 

 Donna Meredith 

December 4 

 Jack Cowan 

 Kate Cowan 

 Emily Gaither 

December 5 

 Mae Etta Hines 

 Emily Mason 

December 7 

 Bruce Kessler 

 Alexander Lebedinsky 

 Ruth Meredith 

 Marty Jo Watson 

December 9 

 Heather Higgins 

December 10 

 Ticket McGown 

 Erin Whitaker 

 

 

 

December 11 

 Frederica Kernohan 

 Evan Kessler 

December 13 

 Michael Spencer, Jr. 

December 14 

 John Cowan 

 Alex Yusk 

December 15 

 Ginger Van Ness 

December 16 

 Ted Schoen 

 Amanda Seidler 

December 17 

 Susan Todd 

 Claire Watson 

December 18 

 Mary Hext 

 Robert Johnston 

December 19 

 Emily Sharp 

December 20 

 Melissa Bailey 

 Woods Mason 

December 21 

 Jennifer Baker 

 Martha Haynes 

December 22 

 Deborah Flynn 

 Mallory Hudson 

 Grayson Trickey 

 

December 23 

 Shirley Schoen 

December 24 

 Wes Green 

 Gary Hext 

December 25 

 Angie Alexieff 

December 28 

 Amelia Davenport 

December 29 

 Greg Faulkner 

December 30 

 Stephen Alexieff 

 Evelyn Fitts 

December 31 

 David Rosdeutscher 

 Evan Rudolph 
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 December Calendar of Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
11:00am 
Circle 3 

2 
11:00am  

Special Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

3 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 

4 
 
 
6:00pm Room  

in the Inn 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

5 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
5:00pm  

Gallery Hop 

6 
8:30am 
Parade 

Breakfast 

7 
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:30am New  

Member B’fast 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
2:00pm PW Tea 
6:00pm Youth Group 

8 
11:30am 
Circle 9 
  
WKU exam 

week 
  

9 
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
4:30pm   

Peacemaking 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm  

Camera Club 
  

10 
9:15am Wed Morn 

Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 

11 
 
 
6:00pm Room  
in the Inn 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 
7:00pm  

MIssions 

12 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  

13 
  

14  
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday Circle 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship  L&C 
6:00pm Youth Group 

Christmas party 
6:30pm Gordoneers  

15 
  

16 
11:00am  

Special Care 
11:00am  

Finance Min. 

 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
 

7:00pm Session 
  

17 
11:00am Circle 4 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 

18 
 
 
6:00pm Room  
in the Inn 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

19 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

20 
9:00-2:00 
Uspiritus 

Christmas 

party 

10:00am  

Angel Tree 

gift  

deliveries 
  

21 
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
  

22 
  
  
BG/Warren 

school 

break 

  
  

23 
11:00am  

Special Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
 

5:30pm Bridge 

Min. 
  

24        
 
 
Christmas Eve 

 
5:00pm Worship 
10:00pm Worship 
  

25 

  
Office Closed 
6:00pm Room  
in the Inn 

26 
  
Office 

Closed 

27 
  

28 
10:00am Worship 

29 
  

30 
11:00am  

Special Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
  
  

31 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington           Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                            Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Wayne Pope                                               Choir Director 

David Muffett                               Director of Youth Ministries 

                                                                  Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot          Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                   Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                           Secretary 

John Grise                                                            Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                               Custodian 

Michael Spencer                              Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                       Children’s Music 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

December 2014 

 

 

Full-color newsletters are available online at www.bgpres.org. 

December 15th is the deadline  

for the January 2015 newsletter.  

Please send your information to 

deatoncarmichael@aol.com. 


